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remiin react 


to an invasion of iran? 


El Th:s ts the fourth in a series of controver- 
sual columns by Jack Anderson which claim 
that President Carter has developed a secret 
plan tc invade lran on the eve of the November 
clectina. The White House denies the existence 
of such a nian. | l 

if President Carter should po ahead with his 
plan iv invade Iran in October, he would risk war 
with the Soviet Union. There have already been 
ominous rumblings cut cf the Kremlin, warming 
cf Soviet retaliation if Iran should be attacked. 

A Soviet-American clash over Iran, of course, 
could become tie opeiuing skirmish of World War 
HEL Thus ts the awesome danger that Carter is 

courting fer the sake of hyping his political appeal 
Ca aechon eve. 

Tro president is not unaware of the dunger. 
He has directed the intelligence community to 
produce i secret estiinate of how the Kremiia will 
react to é limited invasion of fran. The first con- 
com, of course, is what the Soviets will do, But 
there could also be ugly repercussions in the Mos- 
lem werld. 

The Defense Intelligence Acency has been or- 
dered to “study and report on possible Soviet nuli- 
lary reactions to various scenarios in which the 
United States forces have invaded Iran.” The as 
signment of the Central Intelligence Agency 1s to 
sauce the political nour. 

wilitary analysts are confident at least that 
the Iranians cannot stop a U.S. assault. A thres 
star genera] toid me that Iran's armed forces are 
in a “state of chaos.” The Soviets, however, have 
a powerful military juggernaut in the Persian 
Guif area. . 
` This includes 19 warships and 16 support 

ships, with ethers on the way. Seven airborne di- 
visions and several air mobile brigades can also 
be rushed to Iran. 


Tam vus a: 


Analysts nave narrowed down the Soviet re- 


sponse to four options: (1) military intervention; 
5 (2) dipiomatic opposition; (3) official indiffer- 
ence; or (4) clandestine cooperation. My associ- 
ate Dale Van Atta has sounded out key sources in 
the intelligence community. Here's how they ap- 
praise the Soviet attitude: 
i The analysts agree that the Soviets would 
raticr deal with Jimmy Carter than the unyield- 
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ing Renaid Reagan for the next four years. This 
already has Leen signaled throuch their faithzul 
ally, Fidel Castro, who sent word dy diplomatic 
channeis that he won't do anything to embarrass 
Carter before November. | 

To reduce the danger of a cenfrontation 
with the Soviet Union, Carter is expected to scund 
out the Kremlin in advance about iis Ociober 
pian. There is a distinct possibility that the Sovi- 
eis would Oring heavy pressure cn the Irartans to 
release the American hostages in an attempt to 
avert a U.S. invasion. 

a Tne Kremlin might even be inciined to co 
operate behind the scenes to help tree the hos- 
tages by military means. Sources say that the So 
Viet KGB knows the location of each hosinge and 
might help a U.S. rescue force secure their re 
lease. This would hand Carter a dramatic coup 
just before Americans go to the polls. The grata 
ful Carter, in tum, might Lft the grain embargo. 
reactivate the SALT H treaty and give the Soviets 
access to mere US. technology. 


és There is anciher, more simster scenario. 


Inteliigence reports claim that the Soviets have 
esigns on noitherna Tran. Working 
through the communist Tudeh party, they are 
maneuvering to gasi control of the rorthern prov- 
inces. They might condone a limited U.S. inva- 
sion, in the south, therefore, if the United States 





TERTERA 


will keep hands off the north. This could resultin 


partitioning [ran 
spheres of influence. The analysts, however, say 
such an under-the-table deal is unlikely, 


But one thing is certain. The president would | 


be foolhardy to go ahead with an October invasion 
of Iran unless he obtains a back-channel under- 
Standing with the Soviets. 

Footnote: Half an hour after the U.S. rescue 
team crossed into Iranian airspace on their abor- 
uve April missicn tc free the hostages, the Soviets 
were alerted. A U.S. reconnaissance plane detect- 
ed communications signals “consistent with the 
Russians being placed on alert.” Later, President 
Carter put threuzh a het-line call to the Kremlin 
to explain the mission. 


_ BJack Anderson ts 
five reporter, 


a syndicated investiga- | 


into Soviet and Americaa 





